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portion of which is a pleasant and prosperous portion of the
town. These may be considered the pioneers of New London.
They had no doubt employed themselves mostly in seeking
out a locality which might be favorable as a permanent settle-
ment, with a prospect of advancing to something of real
importance. It was evident to their minds, that this point,
with its natural advantages, at the confluence of two impor-
tant streams, and as the grand gateway of the pinery above,
must, at some future day, become a large town. The predic-
tion which they made at that time, though then a wilderness,
has been more than verified. They truly found the philoso-
pher’s stone. And although, when they resolved to here pitch
their tents, such a determination involved no inconsiderable
zeal and risk, yet their energy and perseverance were equal
to the attempt, and a good reward erowned their undertaking.

Perhaps it may not be improper to here refer to some of the
first settlers in the vicinity, as their interests are woven with
that of those who happened to settle nearer the Wolf. Mr.
Runnell, a man of intelligence, wealth and moral worth,
located a farm near where Mr. Brown settled, and Mr. Yeo-
man, at the foot of Wolf Peak, commonly called Musquito
Hill. Mr. J. G. Nordman, formerly a volunteer in the Mexi-
can War, seitled on a farm a few miles south. These, with
those mentioned in the preceding paragraph, four years ago,
were all, or nearly all, the settlers for many miles around, to
our knowledge. But, however, the plank-road grade was
finished through to this point, and people began, three years
ago, to come in and look at the place, and a few located.
More would have undoubtedly done =0, had it not been
for the difficulty of procuring lumber. What solemn spirit
doth inhabit here, or what sacred oracle here hath a home,
is full of poetic expression, understood only by those men
who first made the forest echo with the implements of civil-
ization.



